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colleagues and my friends on the other
side started dismissing the data.
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When it came out in 2017 that the De-
partment of Homeland Security inter-
cepted 3,755 terrorists, that number
was immediately challenged. And the
other side was quick to point out, well,
not all of those were caught at the bor-
der.

And they were right; not all were
caught at the southern border. In fact,
they properly pointed out that many of
them were caught at our ports of entry
at airports, so we should focus in that
area and not on a border wall, even
though a number were caught at the
border.

Well, that is fine. They say they are
for border security; however, I question
that because, when President Trump,
in his first year in office, identified
this very problem, that we had terror-
ists coming in from nations that are
known to harbor, train, and fund ter-
rorists and he tried to put a travel ban
on people coming in from those coun-
tries, the Democrats objected to it and
actually took it to court and tried to
stop him from actually implementing
that.

So it leads to the question: Do they
really want border security?

When the statistic came out that
6,000 illegals associated with gangs
have been apprehended by ICE, again
my colleagues challenged that statistic
and brought up that, well, only 800
gang members were actually appre-
hended at the southern border—only
800.

Just the other day, the district attor-
ney of one of the largest counties in
Georgia said that the greatest threat
to Georgians today is gangs. And, as we
started looking at how do these gang
members come in, our colleagues on
the other side adequately pointed out
that most of these gang members were
not coming across the border, but they
were here as a result of visa overstays.
“But we really do want border secu-
rity, so we should address that.”

Last year, H.R. 4760, in June, was
brought to this floor, which actually
made visa overstays a Federal mis-
demeanor, but my colleagues on the
other side—every one of them—voted
against that bill.

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity also put out the statistic that
17,000 adults were detained at the
southern border with criminal records.
The other side has made the argument
that these are just families that want a
better life.

Again, they have rejected the facts.
So my question is: Do they really want
border security? Are they really will-
ing to come to the table and lay out
what their priorities for border secu-
rity really are?

Is it port security at our airports?
Well, obviously, they opposed the
President when he took that route.

Is it addressing visa overstays? Well,
obviously they voted against that bill
when we brought it forward.
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Do they really want to keep the gov-
ernment open and address border secu-
rity? Well, they all voted against the
continuing resolution the Republicans
brought to the floor back in December
and opted to close the government.

Do I believe that my colleagues want
terrorists to come into the Nation? No,
I do not.

Do I believe they want more gang
members to infiltrate our commu-
nities? No, I don’t believe that is what
they want.

I don’t believe they don’t think that
there is a crisis at the border. I just
think that they are happy with the sta-
tus quo.

You see, this city often runs on peo-
ple who have learned how to navigate
the swamp. They learn how to use the
status quo to their advantage.

And if you go back and you look over
the history of this Nation, especially
the modern history of this body of Con-
gress, we are still debating several of
the issues that we were debating 10, 15,
and 20 years ago. It seems that these
become campaign issues more than
they are issues that we want to resolve
for the American people. Why? Because
we don’t want to address the status
quo.

What we have in the White House
right now is a President whose main
objective is to change the status quo in
Washington, to change the way we do
things. Those ideas I support because
what we are doing now is broken. The
way we are doing it now is broken.

There is only one way out of this sit-
uation. It is for my colleagues from the
other side of the aisle to actually agree
to attend the meetings.

In fact, the President opened up the
White House today for another meeting
to start discussing and hopefully get to
negotiations, but the leadership on the
Democratic side refused to even show
up.

We offered several compromises last
year in December to avoid the shut-
down, but the resounding response we
received from the other side was ‘‘no.”
Every attempt that we have brought to
this floor to try to resolve the situa-
tion at the border has been met with a
resounding ‘‘no.”

At some point, we have to get away
from our own partisan political wran-
gling and understand that what we are
doing is for the safety and the security
of the American people. It is time to
quit just saying ‘‘no’’ and say ‘‘but if.”

I appreciate every person who was
elected to represent the American peo-
ple, but now is the time to sit down, to
have a discussion, and to begin to nego-
tiate so we can reopen the government
and, more importantly, ensure the
safety and the security of all Ameri-
cans.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.
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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 268, SUPPLEMENTAL APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2019, AND
WAIVING A REQUIREMENT OF
CLAUSE 6(a) OF RULE XIII WITH
RESPECT TO CONSIDERATION OF
CERTAIN RESOLUTIONS RE-
PORTED FROM THE COMMITTEE
ON RULES

Mr. RASKIN, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 116-2) on the resolution (H.
Res. 43) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 268) making supplemental
appropriations for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2019, and for other
purposes, and waiving a requirement of
clause 6(a) of rule XIII with respect to
consideration of certain resolutions re-
ported from the Committee on Rules,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

DRUGS AND ILLEGAL
IMMIGRATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. STE-
VENS). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 3, 2019, the Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from South
Carolina (Mr. RICE) for 30 minutes.

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, I yield to the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. YOHO).

Mr. YOHO. Madam Speaker, I would
like to thank my colleague and great
friend, Mr. RICE, for allowing me this
opportunity. The gentleman is truly a
man of the people.

Madam Speaker, 25 days, 26 days the
government has been shut down—25
days—making this the longest shut-
down in U.S. history.

Why has this been so long? It is be-
cause the Democrats refuse to come to
the table and negotiate a solution. In-
stead, they would rather bring up mes-
saging bills that don’t fund vital pro-
grams, all so that they can say they
didn’t support increased border secu-
rity.

Well, let’s take a look at the last 25
days.

On the average, 2,000 inadmissible
migrants arrive at our southern border
daily. That means, in the last 25 days,
approximately 50,000 illegal migrants
have sought entry at our border with-
out going through the proper channels.
And there are proper channels.

Additionally, in December, 27,518
family unit aliens were apprehended
for crossing the border illegally. If
those numbers remain consistent, that
means over 21,429 family unit aliens
have been apprehended for illegally
crossing in the last 25 days.

In fiscal 2018, 2,028 illegal aliens ar-
rested had homicide charges. If this
number remains consistent, that
means 139 homicide charges for illegal
aliens in the last 25 days.

Further, on an average, 300 Ameri-
cans die per week from heroin, and 90
percent of that heroin in the U.S.
comes through our southern border.
That means, in the last 25 days, ap-
proximately 1,000 Americans have died
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